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CHAPTER TEN

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE
ELDERLY, INFIRM AND FEEBLE
AMONGST THE NON-MUSLIMS
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go/1. ‘Abd Allzah b. Hadrad al-Aslami said:

. “When we reached al-Jabiya with ‘Umar b. al-Khattab &, there
was an elderly man from the non-Muslim citizens who was begging of
others and asking for food. ‘Umar inquired about him and we said:
O Commander of the Faithful! This is a man from the non-Muslim
mtizens. He is elderly and weak.” Upon learning of this, ‘Umar exempted
um from the tax that was due from him and said: ‘You burdened him
the payment of the tax and when he became weak you left him to
eg!’ Then ‘Umar provided him with ten dirhams [monthly] from the
ublic treasury because he had his family.”*

Reported by Ibn “Asakir.
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et forth by eIbn ‘Asakir in Tarikh Dimashq al-kabir, 27:334.
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91/2. Abt “Ubayd al-Qasim b. Salam mentioned in Kitab al- Amuwal:
“The Commander of the faithful, ‘Umar &, passed by an elderly
man amongst the non-Muslim citizens who was begging at people’s
doors. “Umar said to him: ‘We have not been fair to you, as we
have taken the tax from you when you were younger but left you in
helplessness in your old age.” After that, ‘Umar issued instructions for
the man to receive enough money from the public treasury that would
take care of his needs.

Reported by Ab@ ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam in al-Amwal.
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92/3. Imam Aba Yasuf described the same report in Kitab al-kharaj
in the following words:

“Umar b. al-Khattab & passed by the door of some people and
there was an elderly blind man there, begging. ‘Umar put his hand on
his arm from behind and asked: “To which group amongst the People
of the Book do you belong?’ The man replied: ‘I am a Jew.” ‘Umar
then asked him: ‘So why are you begging?’ ‘I am begging for money,’
the man said, ‘so I can pay the tax and fulfil my needs, because I am
t00 old to earn money. “Umar took him by the hand and led him to
his home and gave him a few things, then he sent him to the treasurer

T Set forth by *Abi ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam in Kizab al-amwal, p. 57 §119.
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of the public treasury and said: “Take care of him and those like him,
for by Allah, we have not treated him fairly if we benefited from him
in his younger days but left him helpless in his old age!” [Then he
recited the verse] déIndeed, alms (Zakat) are meant for the poor and
#he indigent3* and the poor are amongst the Muslims and this one is

m the indigent amongst the People of the Book. So “Umar exempted
im and those like him from the payment of taxes.”*

Reported by AbG Yasuf.
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Imam Malik said: “It was the rule (in Muslim states) that
the women and children of the People of the Book were not

liable to pay the security tax; it was collected only from the
adults.”?
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. Itis related that Allah’s Messenger ¢ said:
“The security tax is not obligatory for the hired servants.”*
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Ibn al-Mundhir said: “All of the jurists from whom we

‘an 9:60.
forth by *Abt Yusuf in Kitab al-kharaj, p. 136.
forth by eMalik in al-Muwatta’, 2:280.

al-Qayyim,Abkam ahl al-Dbimma, 1:172. This tradition is considered
7 but the same is proved from the authority of Ibn “‘Umar &.




114 | RELATIONS OF MusLIMS AND NoN-MusLims

learned concur thar the security tax is not obligatory for the

(hired house) servant.”*
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According to Aslam, a freed slave of ‘Umar &: ““Umar
& wrote a letter to the military commanders stating that
they should not impose taxes on non-Muslim women or

children.”*
Reported by ‘Abd al-Razzaq and al-Bayhaqi.

* Cited by *Ibn al-Qayyim in Abkam abl al-Dhimma, 1:172.
% Set forth by ¢‘Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 6:85 §10090. eal-Bayhaqt in
al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:195 §18463.




